
 

         Newsletter - Friday 14th October   

School Diary for Week Ahead - Art Week 

Monday 
17th 
October  

Year 4 swimming lesson AM 
 

Tuesday 
18th Oct  

Reception class and year 3 PE lesson 
Year 5 Trip to Killhope Museum 
After school football 3:10 - 4:10pm 

Wed 19th 
October 

Year 6  PE lesson  
Singing after school club 3:10 -4:00pm 
 

Thursday 
20th Oct  

Reception class, year 2 and 5  PE lesson 
Multi-sports after school club 3:15 - 4:15pm 

Friday 
21st Oct 

Year 1 PE Lesson 
Year 4 Cooking lesson PM 
School closes for October half term holidays  

Monday 
31st Oct 

School re-opens for remainder of autumn term  

. 
 
 

Reception Kayden Cairns 
Year 1       Isobel Britton 
Year 2       Harvey Pedelty 
Year 3       Ethan Clark 
Year 4       Cody Welch 
Year 5       Jack Gittins 
Year 6       Ruby Brunskill 

         Willington Primary School 

This weeks class              
attendance  

has been awarded 
to 

Year 5 

98.7% 

Scales ‘n’ Tails Visit Reception  
This week Scales ‘n’ Tails visited our reception class as part 
of the children’s learning about nocturnal animals. Children 

began their nocturnal journey by reading the book ‘Owl            
Babies’. The children were fascinated that the owl was 

awake when they were asleep and were eager to find out 
what other nocturnal animals there were. Vikki from Scales 

‘n’ Tails helped answer their question by bringing along 
some very interesting animals. Children were allowed to 

stroke and handle Fudge the skunk, Megatron the                 
cockroach, Spongebob and Patrick-African snails, Mille the 
millipede, Clover the hedgehog and Doop the duprasi fat 

tailed gerbil!  
Did you know 

Fudge the skunk 
has a very smelly 
pump! This helps 

scare away  
potential                

attackers. 
Tia said “I liked the 
hedgehog the best 

because it was 
cute!” Owen said “I 

learnt that hedgehogs 
used its  prickles to scare 
away other animals”. The 
class have continued the            

nocturnal theme by              
writing about them, using 

them in repeating                
patterns in maths and 
cutting out pictures!   

More photos are on our 
website.   

Attend and Achieve!  
Essential Information for Parents 

Attending school is very important. Your child must attend 
school every day. Children who are regularly absent from 

school miss out on opportunities which can affect their    
life-long chances.  

Do you know what good attendance is?  Good               
attendance is 96% and above. If your child drops to 90% 
that means they are missing 1/2 day of school per week. 

(Would your boss like you to be off work that much?) 
How can I encourage attendance? Talk regularly about 

school with your child and how they feel about it. Only 
grant days at home for genuine illness (you will know) if 

they miraculously recover send them to school - better late 
than never! Avoid taking holidays in term time. Know the 
routines of the school day e.g. have they got their PE kit? 
Praise and reward good attendance. If there is a problem 

contact us we are here to help!  
If your child is absent you must: Contact school on the 

first morning of absence. Keep school informed on a     
regular basis if your child is off for a long period. Failure to 
do these things may result in your child’s absences being 

unauthorised.   
What if my child has a medical appointment? If it is 

possible, any appointment should be made out of school 
time. If this is not possible, your child should miss the    

minimum amount of school time necessary. If your child is 
well enough to go back to school following the appointment 

they should do so.  
Please remember to contact us if your address or            

contact details have changed.  
Help and support: If you need help with attendance 

you must talk to us as soon as possible. Sometimes if you 
don’t accept help or attendance does not improve, the 

Council may have to begin enforcement action. 

Don’t let it get this far, act now!  

Durham Foodbank Donations Required 
Children in year 2 have been learning about why harvest is 
important. In the lesson they decided they would like to help 
the charity Durham Foodbank by collecting food for people 
in need. The food collected will be given to families in the 

local area who don’t have enough money for food. Children 
in year 2 would like your help for this    

worthwhile cause by donating tinned/dried 
foods. Please send any donations to school 

by Thursday 20th October. Thank you. 


