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Willington Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	October 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	October 2028

	Name of the school music lead
	H. Milne

	Name of local music hub 
	Durham Music Service



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Willington Primary, we follow the Charanga music scheme of work for music from Years 1-6. Reception also have access to this. This is because our school needed a diverse approach and a comprehensive program that has been proven to work. Music is taught half termly for 45mins-1 hour per week. Charanga is easy to use and engaging, follows the national curriculum guidance, and the children enjoy learning to use the glockenspiel and boom whackers correctly, as well as developing a good sense of rhythm, pulse and timing. It is also be used by our peripatetic teachers who provide greater, more in depth experiences from real musicians, promoting the cultural capital.
The songs and instrumentals provided in Charanga are diverse, often current and engaging for the children, as well as being from varied cultures to foster a wider awareness of the world that we live in. Through the musical history and carefully chosen pieces of music that they are played, the children are introduced to many backgrounds and lifestyles that they may not otherwise be exposed to. It also encourages good vocabulary and oracy skills through singing, discussion and recall.
Charanga teaches music in the same format of lessons across each unit and year group to make sure it is familiar and constantly builds upon prior learning for the children.



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	We work closely with our local music hub (Durham Music Service). 
In Year 4/5, the children are professionally taught ukulele and music history. We chose a stringed instrument as most children had an interest in the guitar – pupil voice. The children form good relationships with music as we keep it relevant and fun. We record assessment through Seesaw so that the children can see their own learning journey.
Children are given the opportunity to perform for their parents and carers at the end of their unit of learning. 
We promote performance through Christmas, Harvest, Easter and end-of-year performances so that the wider community can appreciate how wonderful our children are. Performing Arts club also runs for KS2, furthering the cultural capital in this area.



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Each Key Stage, including EYFS, hold a Christmas performance where children learn new songs and singing techniques. The KS1 performance is held at the local church.
Each autumn, KS2 perform harvest songs for an audience (sometimes at the church, sometimes at school). 
Every year, our ukulele players perform in the school hall.
Our Performing Arts group perform a show yearly for the whole school and then again for an audience of parents and carers. 
We invite local musicians I to perform when availability permits. 
Our head teacher plays the keyboard and performs this for KS2 to sing along to weekly. 



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	To further improve our offer, we intend to continue to teach music weekly half termly from years 1-6 but include music weekly every term in the style of a flashback/recall mini lesson. This will help to build skills more thoroughly and leave less gaps in progression of learning. We will aim to offer 45mins of music per week for half of each term, and 15mins of music recall per week for the other half of the term. 

We will further promote the Performing Arts group and increase their oi[opportunities to perform. 
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